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1. Teaching Reference

Professor Ruxandra Prodan Boul
Department of Economics
University of Houston
Phone: (713) 743-3836
Email: rprodan@uh.edu

Professor Ross vanWassenhove
Department of Economics
University of Houston
Phone: (713) 743-0941
Email: rsvanwassenhove@uh.edu

2. Teaching Experience

Classes I have taught:
Principles of Macroeconomics, Summer 2017
Principles of Macroeconomics, Spring 2017
Principles of Macroeconomics, Fall 2016
Intermediate Macroeconomics, Summer 2016
Principles of Macroeconomics, Fall 2015

Classes I was a Teaching Assistant for:
International Monetary Economics (undergraduate level), Fall 2017
Economic Forecasting (graduate level), Spring 2016
Macroeconomics II (graduate level), Spring 2015
Macroeconomics I (graduate level), Fall 2014
Principles of Macroeconomics, Law and Economics (undergraduate level), Spring 2014 and
Fall 2013

3. Teaching Awards:

2017 - The exceptional teacher award, Department of Economics, University of Houston

Summer 2016 - Future Faculty Fellowship Participant - an intensive two-week boot camp on
best practices in teaching and applying research techniques in a classroom environment,
University of Houston
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3. Teaching Evaluation

Ratings: Fall 2015 - Summer 2017

Instructor ratings (1 - 5, 5 being the best)

Summer 2017 Spring 2017 Fall 2016 Summer 2016 Fall 2015
Overall teaching effectiveness 4.4 4.4 3.9 3.9 3.9
Overall quality of the course 4.3 4.5 3.7 4.1 3.9
The instructor was well prepared 4.9 4.7 4.6 4.5 4.6
Availability for individual assistance 4.8 4.6 4.2 4.3 4.4
Respect for students 4.9 4.8 4.4 4.4 4.7
Clarity and organization of presented material 4.7 4.6 4.1 4.2 4.5
Fair and clear grading 4.8 4.6 4.2 4.3 4.3
Encouragement of student participation 4.7 4.2 4 4.2 3.8
Encouragement of critical thinking 4.5 4.2 3.9 4.2 3.8

Student Comments:
What, specifically, were the strengths of the class?
SUMMER 2017:

• Enthusiastic instructor, ability to do extra study work, well structured curriculum.

• It gives a great survey of Macroeconomics. I think it is exactly enough information for an
intro class

• Sergei is a excellent instructor. He was always prepared and clear. He was always willing
explain and to give extra information when asked for. I would highly recommend this class
to anyone.

• Clear and concise powerpoint lectures provided for the class.

• The professor taught me how to look at economics in real life and understand how the
government works with money.

• The preparation the professor had with slides and work to allow students to pay more
attention and less fast note taking.

• The way Professor K explains and demonstrates every concept and was willing to accept
questions and emails at all times. He extended his office hours and encouraged the class to
stop by with any questions.

• The professor was very knowledgeable.

• The professor went through the materials thoroughly and in a clear manner. He always
tried his best to answer everyone’s questions and misunderstandings of the material.

• Very easy to follow, all questions were answered thoroughly

• It was a very fast paced class, and in order to be able to understand the class material one
had to read either before the class or right after before the next class.
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SPRING 2017:

• The availability of course information for the students.

• I liked how the professor was always ready for any question and was here on time. This
shows he actually wanted to be there.

• He was very thorough with his explanations. He was a very good lecturer. He always sent
out email reminders about exams coming up.

• The strengths of this class was that the professor was able to explain the concepts in the
book really well. I would go in this course with uneasiness about certain concepts but the
way the professor explained was able to clear any misunderstanding. He also used really
good example that was able to put the concepts into even better explanation.

• Teacher really nice

• Always available for students and always ready to help.

• Professor doesn’t record attendance which I love

Would you recommend this instructor to other students? Why?
SUMMER 2017:

• Yes, because this professor makes it exciting to learn about the functions of the economy.
He is very enthusiastic and wellspoken in topics pertaining to the course.

• I would. he makes class interesting by bringing in real life examples, and he is entertaining
in general.

• Yes. He was always clear interesting. He clearly knows his subject and is able to display
his enthusiasm to the class. I have become very interested in economics since being in his
class.

• Yes, notes were clear and easy to follow. Helpful feedback.

• I most certainly would. He is always available for office hours, responds very quickly to
email, and will legitimately try to answer any and all questions you ask him about the
material.

• Yes, because he is attentive and responds very quickly event on his time off. He seats down
to explain a subject.

• Yes, great instructor, very knowledgeable and willing to give that extra help if you are
struggling.

• Yes. It is hard to understand at times but the content is gone over very well and explains in
detail.

• Yes, the teacher is very responsive and provides a lot of feedback.

• yes, is a good class

• Yes, because his class was fairly easy and he was super nice!
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• Yes, he’s a very good economics professor

• Yes because he was thorough and fair

SPRING 2017:

• Absolutely, because I believe that the professor does a good job of presenting the informa-
tion to the students and he is well versed in the subject matter being taught.

• yes, he is a great professor and really proves that he loves what he does.

• Yes. He was one of the best lecturers I have had.

• Yes, I would because the class even though there is quite a workload it is very easy if the
work is put into it. You also get to learn about the economy and think about it in a different
way.

• yes, he is nice and easy going

• Yes, a great professor and very helpful.

What other comments and suggestions would you like to make about the instructor or the
course?
SUMMER 2017:

• A great professor, but I did have some trouble with the actual subject.

• Keep up the good work and I admire your willingness to keep teaching with such passion
no matter the attendance.

• If i had to take more economics courses then I would take them with him.

• Helpful professor with into economics.

• He was absolutely phenomenal and provides the best learning experience possible when
you are present in class.

• He has a great attitude and very friendly making the course enjoyable.

• Thank You, as a returning student after 18 years, I wish he could do a forum on ways to
instruct or teach every required subject I need to graduate. I mean this is the most sincerest
way.

• I really enjoyed taking this class. It was a very fast paced class.

SPRING 2017:

• He always responded to emails in a timely manner, and once I reached out to him for
assistance he made an effort to assist me so long as I did as well. He is a very good
instructor.
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